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BARBARIANS

Police kill
hlack
I

Ihe Dolice who harassed Cvnthia Jarrett to death
I are'innocentl The police-officer who paralysed
! Ct.rry Groce for liti is innocent! AII black pebple
I are guilty!This is lhe message from the courts as

they whitewash police violence and persecute black youth.
The police, the courts and the media have conspired to

turn the world upside down. While they play down
examples of police beatings (Trevor Monerville) and
killings (Clinton McCurbin), they play up the anti-police
violence on Broadwater Farm as evidence of the
uncivilised lifestyle of Britain's black people.

It doesn't matter that hundreds of riot police invaded
Broadwater Farm to brutalise black people. It doesn't
matter that uniformed thugs abused Cynthia Jarrett until
she collapsed and died. It doesn't matter that armed
marksmen shot Cherry Groce in her own home and left
her lying paralysed in a pool of blood. None ofthis is any
reason for the guardians oflaw and order and their gutter
press to call off their campaign to criminalise the
black community.

The .Sun stories don't stand up to scrutiny on the streets
where black people are being stamped on and strangled
and slampeded out of the country.

Police strangled 23-year old Clinton Mccurbin in
broad daylight on a busy shopping srreet in Wolyer-
hampton, They were supposed to be arresting him on
suspicion of using a stolen credit card. Instead they
handed out a summary death serltence.

Police say they arrested Trevor Monerville for
suspected criminal damage on the evening of New Year's
day and didn't lay a hand on him. His father found him
four days later, battered and brain-damaged in
Brixton prison.

Politicians branded 58 Tamils as bogus refugees. In
time-honoured tradidoo the authorities herded the
Tamils like cattle into detention camps and then tried to
send the refugees back to the slaughter they sought
to escape.

Britain is a decaying and decrepit society.whose rulers
are making black people and immigrants the scapegoats
for the shortcomings of thoir rotten system. They want to
turn poople's anger away from the real cause of all their
problems - a system which cannot guarantee jobs or
homes or rights - and against an easy target.

Black people are the victims of a vicious campaign of
state racism and police repression. But the wholc working
class will suffer the consequences if the authorities are
successful. Unless we stand up for black ri;hts agaiast
our opponents we won't have a leg to stand on when they
come for us. It is about time that we got organised to
take them on.

Workers Against Racism is committed to building an
organisation in which white workers and black people
can fight together against every act of official British
racism. -Ioin us!

Keith l ':;'tpson
National \\'AR organiser

The police can't lie their wav out of
this one. They killed Clinton McCurbin
with their bare hands
I
'THEY GOT THEIR arms around his neck and turned
it round, it looked like they were twisting his head
off, and the next thing we knew he was dead.'
This was how an eye'witness described the police
killing of 23-year old black man Clinton Mccurbin
in Wolverhampton on 20 February. Black anger
exploded as news of the strangling spread and more
than a dozen people were arrested in fighting.with
the police.

It was lunchtime that Friday when police put
" Clinton MeCurbin in a stranglehold as they tried to

arrest him on suspicion of using a stolen credit
card outside the Next clothing shop on Dudley
Street. Another witness remembers the scene: 'A
police officer who I recognised as the one who
gives us hassle in the shopping centre was
pinning down Clinton Mccurbin on the pavement.
Then they dragged him into the shop and held
him down on the floor. We could see what was
happening through the window. They didn't treat
him like a human being. They got his neck up
and back.'

Police claim that Clinton l\4ccurbin put up a
violent struggle, but another bystander told tns
that he didn't have a chance: 'We tried to get into
the shop. But they closed the doors against us.
We could see they were using undue force to
restrain him. He was hardly moving, he didn't have
a chance to struggle.'After Mccurbin was killed,
the police had another chance to practise their
stranglehold on anather black youth arrested later
ln the disturbances outside the shop. This martial
arts hold is standard treatment for any black
person who falls into police hands.

As an angry crowd gathered outside the shop
police barred the doors and called in
reinforcements. An ambulance arrived at the side
entrance. An hour and a half later the ambulance
moved round to the front and backed up to the
entrance, so that its open doors blocked the vie\,y
of the people outside. Tempers flared and people
demanded to know what was going on. A local
community relations officer went in and emerged
after half an hour to announce that l/ccurbin was
dead. Some time later, Mccurbin's lifeless body
was put into the back of the ambulance.

When news of the killing became public
knowledge police declared that Mccurbin died of
a heart attack brought on by drug abuse. But the
post-mortem revealed no trace of drugs. Clinton
Mccurbin died of'asphyxia consistent with
restraint during a vioient struggle'. On Monday his
mother, who was out of the country when her son
died, threw a wreath of red and white flowers into
the shop whqre police killers struck. She was not
allowed inside to see the spot where her son's life
was squeezed away.
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What happened to
Trevor Moneruille?
TREVOR |\4oNERVILLE lS lying partiatty paratysed in a
hospital bed. At the end of five days in the custody of the
poliAe and prison authorities he needed brain surgery. This
was how John Monerville found his 19-year old son in
Brixton prison:

'l was profoundly shocked upon seeing my son after five
days, and seeing the injuries he had sustained during that
time, On tOuching his head, which was extremely sore and
covered \,yith bruises, making him cringe back in pain, I

also noticed a aeverely blackened, puffed-up and
perforated left eye. His right eye was fixed in an abnormal
position and could not focus on me whilst I was talking to
him.

'The inside of his mouth was perforated and covered in
Ulood and his.iaw was swinging to the right. His left
shoulder and the back of his head were h€avily bruised.
His chest wa6 heavily bruised also, and his ribs, especially
on the lgft hand sid6 of his body, showed signs of severe
brulslng. The bruising also extended to his thighs and
buttocks, His legs from his knees to his f€et were covered
in congealed blood and scabs. Hls feet, above and below,
were covered in round bruising marks.

'Ho told me he had severe pains all over his body, acute
headache and abdomrnal peins, His hair was covered in
dry vomit and his condition was extremely distressing for
him and me.'

IREVoR COULDN'T SPEAK except to ask,'Why did they
arrest me. the bastards?'
, Until he found his son half-doad in Brixton prison on 5
lanuarv John Monerville hadn t seen him since New Year's
Eve, *f,en Trevor went out with his aunts. He teft them at
1.30am. From here we have to piece together what
happened to Trevor from some dubious police statements,
the custody record from Stoke Newington police station,
scrawled police surgeons' reports and evidence from
hospital neurosurgeons.

Wrty dld the potlce e ost Trcvot?
bhief superintendant Peck claims that Trevor was found
asleep ln a car at 10 40pm on l January by a member of
the public who called the police. They arrested Trevor for
suspected Qriminal damage and took him to Stoke
Newington police slation. Police claim they only found out
g/ho he was on Saturday 3 January. after fingerprint tests.
bn 3 January Trevor went to Highbury magistrates court to
be remanded in custgdy at Brixton prison.

The oolice story of Trevor's arrest and detention doesn t
exolarn how. what started as a case of alleged criminal

ldamage involvinE a car, ended up as a case of brain
rdamaEe.

',When and how wae frcvot ParatYse.t?
Accordine to the custody repon police removed Trevoas
clothine iours after his arrest. Since Stoke Newington
oolice 5re not noted for their modesty. they could not have
iailed to see that he had a serious head injury. black eyes'
burnt legs, bruises and cuts all over his body - if he
aiready had them. Within 12 hours of his arrest frevor
went t-o hospitsl and saw three doctors. They found
nothing wrong. Ay F day 2 January, Trevor was still well
enouEh- for ttre cilstody report to record that it took six

Dolic; officers to 'forcibly' frngerprint hrm All availabie
evidence points to Trevor being malmed after he entered
Stoke Newington Polrce station

The poli.e have failed to provide any credible
rexplanation of Trevor's injurres. ln a note to hospital
!doctors dated Sunday 4.January, potice say that or, 3
llanuary Trevor was taken to King s college hosprtal le,Ir,
I nead ihiurv since Januaty 1'. So the police were implying
.ttrat th6v inew Trevor had hrs awful head iniuly when they
tarrested him. Yet it does not appear rn thelr custody
irecord. and the doctors dont seem to have spotted it.

A couple of days later, chief superintendant Peck
changed the story. Peck told Hackney MP Brian
Sedgemore that the first he knew of any'alleged severe
blow'to the head was when he read a letter from the MP
on 8lanuary. Until then, Peck claimed, police believed
Trevor had a'brain tumour', diagnosed on Trevor's second
/isit to King's college hospital on 6 January. Peck said
police were 'desperately sorry' for Trevor, but 'lt's the
doctors who made the big mistake.'

There was no mistake. Trevor has not got and has never
had a brain tumour: Nor did he have an accident-

Trevor told his father he was beaten. Medical evidence
from neurosurgeons at Maudsley hospital seems to
conrirm this According to Dr Strong, Trevor's head injurieS
dre consistent with a blow to the head with an instrument,
rather than an accidental fall - 'The picture is of a fight
and assault.'

It is impossible to make sense of the police stateFents,
but it is clear, from the custody record and doctors'
reports, that Trevor became Seriously ill after he was
foicibly fingerprinted by six police officers at 8.O6pm on 2
January. An hour later he saw the doctor. whose notes
reveallhe first signs of abuse - 'R. pupil appears dilated,
discoloured L. eyelid'. Trevor was rushed to hospital. Back
in the station he saw the doctor again. By the next
morning Trevor could not walk. The magistrate at Highbury
court had to go to Trevor's cell to remand him That
evenind Trevdr was rushed to hospital and back to prison.
Bv Suniav Trevor was incontinent. On Monday he had
tfiree'epileptic fits'. By Tuesday he was totally inerl'. On
Thursday he had brain surgery. What happened in the
fingerpnnt room?

WW .lid the pollce mislead Mt Monerultle?
At 3pm on l January John Monerville reported his son
misiine at Stoke NewinAton poltce station. He went back
the nex-t afternoon and ahowed police a pholograph. They
still said Trevor wasn't there - but by then he had been

+ inside for Bt least 17 hours.

Why were sorne of Ttevot's crothes desuoyed?
When Trevor was dumped at Brixton prison he was wearing
onlv his shorts and T-shin - and these were destroyed
atoke Newington police refused lo return the rest what
have they got to hide?

Why have the pottce dtopped the chatees?
On 8 ianuary the police dropped all charges against Trevor

without an explanation Why - unless their story is made

up?

TREVOR MONERVILLE N,IAY never recover mentally or
ohvsicallv from his ordeal. Doctors say it will take frve

u.irs to'as...s his inturies His fathel told me that he
wouto not talk aoout hrs son s past because lve got to
acceot Trevor as he is now. I cannot gel lhe old Trevol
hack so l will not discuss the old Trevor. The family and
iriends of trevor Monerville have to accept 'Trevor as he is
now'. but they won t accept a police cover-up. They want
their questions answered.
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MARC wADSlYoRf'H: 'BL,1CK sE ARE THE BIGGEST TITREAT YEl:

The Tories are Eoing to
make racism a central
issue in the general
el ecti o n. M arc W adsworilr
chair of Labou Pafty
Black Secdons and
Kenan Mallk of Wortaft
Ag,ainst Raclsm rccently
debated the question of
how the anti-racist
movement should
respond. We reprint theit
contribution from the
pages of the black
community newipaper,
The Volce.

they're scared of a racist backlash from their white
members. lnstitutionally racist stiuctures ln this movement
have operated as viciously against black workers as anything
repressive managements have thrown at us. Black self-
organisation - Black Sections - is the biggest threat yet
mounted to that.

To help in this process, and not continue to hinder it,
the white left must abandon forever its imperialist pa6t

ln a speech some time ago I talked about the white,
colonising left The traditional tendency has bqen for whlte
left wingers themse,ves to decide the political prioriti6s and
then mobilise us behind them. We never got a look in.

The left has always seen black people as on the edge Of
political development

At last yea/s Labour Party conference we witnessed
Frances Curran, Militant's representative on the national
executive, attack Black Sections on behalf of the right wing
only a few days after they had expelled her socialist
colleagues from the party.

Now we've got the spectacte of Linda Douglas, the Labour
Party Young Socialist representative - the first black person
on the national executive - chairing the divisive and nee'
coionialrst black and Asian advisory committee. lt's diviolve
in its very tifle. You see, Black Sections unito people of Asian
and African descent according to our own self-definition of
black. Weil, I appeal to Linda Douglas to stop doing the work
of the hard right for them and resign from the committee.

We won't be dictated to by whites of any ideoloS/. As Paul
Robeson Jnr put it 'You can walk with us - thats fine, even
if we're arguing as we walk. But if you stand in our way, we'll
walk over you.'

BI E
Y
THE TORIES ARE going to uso racism as a major weapon at
the next election. ll has already started with the introduction
of racist visas for people from black countries. And then
there has been the coordinated attack by the state on black
people in 5t Pauls, Handsworth and Brixton - where I come
from.

Yes, these attacks by the Etate's bully boy$ have been
coordinated. They have been undertaken as a means of
breaking the resistance of the most oppressod and the most
militant section of the working class - blaCk you$. We saw
the way the state acted at Orgleave, during the miners'
struggle. Now we're seeing it at Wapping and in black
communities,

Earlier last year something very significant happened for
the left and black people: the socialist Campaign Group of
MPs voted to support our struggle for the right to self-
organise in the Labour Party. Now Black Sections are
involved in [the left wing umbrella group] Labour Left Liaison
on the principled basis that the groups inside it support us.

Some people argue against us being in the Labour Party
in the first place, because of its racrst past -its support for
immigration laws, for instance.

But Labour is the mass party of the working class And 99
per cent of black people are working class, so there's not a
great deal you can teach us about class politics.

Neil Kinnock thinks he is blEck becau8e he has been down
a coal mine. He thinks he knows best like so many labour
movement bosses. They are long on vinuous statements
about equality and working class unity. But where's the
action?

What have they got to say when black people are under
attack? What do they say about the racist visas? Perhaps
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MARC WAOSWoRTH'S PLfA tor support for the Labour
Party and for Black Sections is not very convincing. 'we
won't be dictated to by whites of any ideology' he
declares. The hrstory of Black Sections suggests
otherwise.

Take the question of the right of Black Section
delegates to partrcipate in the selectron of Labour
Darliamentarv csndidates. ln 1984 Russell Profrn was
;elected as ihe candidate for Lewisham East. The Labour
Party national executive declarod the selection invalid
because the Black Section had taken part. The decision
led to 18 months of wrangling between the local party and
the Labour leadership. The Blsck Sections declared it to
be a crucial issue in their fiEht wrth the Labour leadership

The result has been a complete victory for Kinnock and
his supporters.

ln noi one instance since the debacle at Lewisham East
has a Black Section delegale participated in the selection
of a black candidate. This is true even rn constituencles
with stronE Black Sections. such as Nottingham East.
wherc Sha-ron Atkin was scleclcrl

lndeed, Amelda lnysng' the Black Section nominee in
Deottord last vear, warnecl Black Sections to keep a low
orofile rn the'run-up to her selection conference Black
bectrons have accepted the natronal executive rules and
have piven uo without a fight,

The-"frnal humrlration for BlSck Sections came back in
Lewisham East. Last October, Profitt was contirmed as

"inaioat" 
by the Labour Party leadership - after the local

atacr. Sectldn agreed not to take part in a re-run selection
orocedure. Far fiom standing up to'whites of any
iOeotoev. Atacx Sections have meekly accepted the
dictatei of the Labour Panv leadership.

lf Black Sections have grovelled to Kinnock on the
ouestion of deteeates. thev have been equally abject over
ioticvlssues. Lait vear prospective black MP Diane Abbott

oublrcly declared her support for Roy Hattersley s

economic programme - a programme which acceots mass
unemotovmenl anO the necessity lor wage reslrarnt' Ernie
ioO..ts. it e whrte left sitting MP whom she is set to
i.Jice 

'n 
Hacknev North. aileast nad the merit of

standrng up to such anti-working class pohcies- 
kelth-vai. orospective Labour candidate for Leicester

East. wrote in ftibune last year that Labour's policy on

race is almost ftawless. Really? Could this he the same
o-r.tu *t iatt jupports immiErai'on controls and police raids
6n dtact< communitres2 Is ihis the same party ra/hose

i""J"i o"iJ tribute to PC Kerth Btakelock after condemnrnB
t-n *utt on Broaclwater Farm ln Tottenham fo' using
'-mrndless vlolence. and also accused blacks rn

Handsworth of tribalism "-rnJ 
vtrttr is thBt Black Sec(ions have consistently put

tf," iiter".r. of the Labour Party before the interests of
the black communltY- 

ine riaf debate b'etween Nerl Kinnock and [4arc
w"J.*o,tnli ""i rboLrt how best to defend black people's

i'rr,t. ft ,s about how best to ensure lhat lhe Laboul Party

*'.i-ttr" n".t election. Klnnock ts a'rard or losrng the
ia"i.i*n,t" "oi., 

Black Sections are worried that the black
vote nlrqht sliP away from Labour.-fist 

vba.. \4hen the Labour Palty was conductrng rti
rnouirv;nlo black representalron rr the party the leaoers

of Black Sect'ons pleaded to be allowed to acl as a
i-"'.r,i"i" o"ri irom the black communrty Inlo the party '

Thev \^,arned the party abotrt the key ethn'c margrnars
.onstrtuencres where the black vote could decide the
o tco4te o. the electron. Black seclions \!ere necessdly.
il""i;e,,"0. to easLrre that lhe blacF vote t{Pnl to LaboLI

in thesc ke! const tuencres.

xrN)N u,st.tx,'RLACK SECTIqNS ACCEPT DIcrA TES OF

LAROUR LEADERSHIP'

There was barely a word ln the Black Sections
submission to the inquiry about the real problems facing
black people - such as immigration controls. police
t,irasimei]t or race checks Nor have the Black Sections
,ied tt.il- uast resources and their ltnks with the Labour
pirtv to mobrtrse behind the real struggles waged by

nrr"i. orer the oast two years where have Black Sections
Oeen rn tne campaign agalnst the depo(ation of Metso
voncrieffe or in thtfighi against race checks in dole
offrces2- wjos.ortn is strong on rhetoric about'the white,
."inni.,nJ left when ie writes for fhe yoice or makes
."o..t "fto black audiences. When rt comes to real black
lirrEpf".. tt ouen. wadsworth rs strangely srlent' lnstead
n. Jies n,s att"eeiance to the Labour Pany - a 'white'

loro.n,i,ng organisation rf ever there was one. and a party

inai r,as E,seiaceo the cause or anti-racrsm since its
fo unda tion.-"On-6n" 

oo,nt I am in agreement wrth ['Iarc wadsu/orth'
rne cominE election will 5e crucral for the working class
,nO io. arf itu.f. peoplc in Brrtarn. FoI the rirst time we are

ioi go'r.,g to u" f;ced with an unappetisrng choice of
labour. Torv or Alliance.--iii a.a'rront, an electoral bloc of rndrviduals and

n,nri,ir-tionJ"orn.rtted to workrng class polrtics will be

aoiteslrng seats across the country.
The olaiform of The Red Front rncludes opposrllon lo all

'-rn,Erriion 
controls and all forms of discrrmination and

.,;;;3,ii; all antr-rmperialrst struggtes' ll also demands-
inc rcoeal ol alt antr-unron laws and the right ot everyDooy
inl o"cent rob and housing workers Agarnst Racism 

's
orrlnp fts fuil suoporl to The Red Frcnl Our message rs

E,rno-te - oereno black people s rrghts. not the Labour
Party.
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13 MARCH 12.OO-2.00 PM
GEORGE ROUCOU DEFENCE CAMPAIGN, ROOM 3OO5' TOWN HAtt
Aisnnr s0uARE, MANCHESTER M60 2LB. 061-234 4751

At The lmmigration Appeals Office'
Aldine House, New Bailey Street, Manchester 3

W(IRIGRS IIGHT

DEP(IRTATI(II{ THREAT!
I
Last month hundreds of workers
marched agatnst the immigration laws
and made A breakthrough for the anti-
racist movement
I
MANCHESTER. ONE o'CLOCK in the afternoon. Friday
6 February. Oxford Road. Over 15OO demonstrators
set off on a march through the city centre. The
march is led by a contingent of 250, mainly white,
manual workers from the council's direct works
department. They are followed by 700 to 8O0 other
workers from council unions - Ucatt, Nalgo, Nupe,
Astms, GMBATU and others. The Silentnight strikers
are there, Workers Against Racism is there and the
streets echo to chants of'George Roucou will stay

- deportation no way!'Even the traffic stopped to
take a second look.

This was the scene on the demonstration
organised by Charles Longford from WAR and Billy
Gill from Ucatt for the George Roucou Defence
Campaign. It was a unique occasion. lMany said it
was impossible to get workers, and especially
manual workers. to rally for a black worker under
attack. They were proved wrong in a big way. The
workers on the march carte out during working time

to join the demonstration. Each one sacrificed an
afternoon's wages in order to show their opposition
to the immigration Iaws under which one of their
fellow shop stewards has been declared an
illegal immigrant.

The home office told George Roucou that he is an
illegal overstayer because his passport was not
renewed when it should have been. What the home
office officials failed to mention is that they lost
George's passport, thus making rt impossible for him
to have it renewed- Now the authorities want to split
up George and his common law wife Kim and their
three chlldren. Kim is now pregnant with their
fourth child.

Last month's demonstration was a great step
forward for George Roucou and for the anti'racist
movement. But we have to take the action even
further if we are to force the home office to back
down. George's final appeal against deportation is
on 13 March at Aldine House in Manchester. His
supporters have called a national lobby of the
appeal. Already council workers in Bristol and London
have given backing and booked transport to attend.
WAR supporters from around the country should
approach council unions to follow this example and
make 13 [.4arch another day to remember.

GE(IRGE R(lUC(lU WItt STAY.

il(l DEP(IRTATI(INS!
PAGE6IWARNEWS
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PUTTHE RAffiTS 01{ THE RIN
'l USED TO think rapist Ettacks happened to other
people. I've changed my mind slnce the night yvhlte
youths threw bqer gle$ccs at my father, my unqle
and me outside my uncle's shop. I knew our luoh wrt
out. We wcte attPcked by 10 raclsts, I 6aw my
father'! facc cut with a knife. He had stitchss to hlF
head and body, wc worf lucky to come out allvo.r80
said 17-year old Na?orn Lono qt a public mesti6g in
Newham in February, callad to launch East Londg4
Workers Againgt Raclsm'q new Campaign Agrlngt
Racist Attacks. Atso on the platform were Npsrren
Saddlqug, Trevpr Fergu6on and national WAR
organiser Keith rompson.

'Racist attaqks ArF p commen oQcurrgnce in thq
London borough of Ngwhcm. They range from
everyday harasrmont to horrific cases of abv6e liko
the bottle attack on Trgvoi Ferguson, whp lost En €Ul
last December. Flr,vqi's new campaign comcq at a
time when tho Mqtropolitan poliQe are lavnching
their own campaign dFEignod to Banitise the rrcift
image of the pollce, The Met's pager campaign
against racial harBiEment i8 a public relations

-€xercise which clalmq that oolice will be respondlng
sympatheticrlly to vlctlrng Qf raclst Bttacks.

Elwar's campqlgn ls baged on a recognition thst
the police are part of tho problem - not the
solution to raciqt attr9ks. Racist attacks in the
borough are the roFult ol ggvernment policy, council
prejudice and pallQe rqcism.

Government policy torxardq black people and
immlgrant6 cre8to A clifnQte in which raciGm
becomqs rospectthl6 an!, leBitimate. The attqckt pn
the Tamils coming into Heathrow and the tightening
of visa regulations coverlng visitors from Africa and
the lndian subcontinent all add to the racist
atmosphere. Local racist Attackers are encouraged
to view black people as second-rate human belngs.

N4any who would baulk at racist attacks share thls
outlook. Council policy reinforces the prevailing
mood. Newham is almost an apartheid zone.
Although 30 per cont of the population is black, only
14 per cent of council tenants aro black. The
majority of black pqople live in poor quality, privatgly
rented accommodatlon. The council areas and the
privete arpaE 3re phyrlcqlly rtparate, givin6 th*
impregsion of a dividod borough. Local whitlt hQUl
been gncouraged to boliove th.t they have a prior
claim on fesources. Raci6m it built into tha
housing procpq6.

Council policy on rAcist attaQks reinforces this
further. When black familiBs have been moved into
predominantly whlte areqE of the borough, and cpme
under inevitablp attachr the council has respondod ln
one of two ways. lt has attempted to evict the
racists (thls has in fact only happened once and
provoked a huge rAcist blacklash), or it has offerqq
to move the lenant back into the black aart 9f lhE
borough. thus giving in to the racists and preating 0
ghettQ, Both appToachPF serve to strengthen fAcigm.
Thp late$t councll ploy is to move several 'touEh'
black fSmilies at once lnto the racist'no.8,o areas
and leave them to defend themselves agalnFt
physical dangor, lt almost constitutes a conspiracy
to cause inlurv tq lhe tamilies in question.

Elwar opposos theFe couhcil policies because they
do not begln to appteciate the real nature of the
problem and so f?il to offer a solution. Racist
attackers are a tiny minority Qf Newham s
population. Ihay only appear gtrong because they
get so much backing lrorn government pollcy and
the local police. At the 68me tlme there is a high
pprcentage of passive raciEts in Newham-

Any Dlan
for dealing
with racism iaq
to aim to isolate
th6 racist attackori,
Council policy doGs
the opposite.
The Elwar campaign
aims to combat
ignorance about the
incidence of attacks
and inditterence to
ther! by local people.
Our aim is to
set up instant rGsponse
groups on every estate
within the borou

grounc that will respond to any case of iacia Fh,
hara6sment Bnd make it unnecessary for black
papplB to gall in tho police. All of the viotims of
attack spoke about the police's reluctance to
respond to their calls and the generally
ungympathetic hearing they got when the police did
evgntually turn up.

fhe tirst step will be a huge publicity campaign
making use of a video specially made by award-
wlnning journalist John Pilger, and including publlc
speaking by local victims of attack. Every
organlsation in Newham will be invited to
participate, including schools, youlh dubs, trade
unlons, political parties and so on. The aim is to
popularise the idea of local people isolating
thl racigtE.

wd wlll also campaign to tackle the indiflerence to
atttGks. Thg root of lhe indifference lios in the
widtrproad acceptance amonE whites, even thoFe
who would consider themselves anti-racist, that
bl?ck people are a problem because they compete
for scarce resources. The campaign will show that
the cause of unemployment and poor housing is not
the racial make-up of the area, but a declining
ecpnomlc system which cannot afford to give us
what wc need. All working class people suffer the
oonsequences of this, but black people suffer most.
The Bolution isn't to turn on one another but to flght
againsl the real culprits who put profits before our
needs. fhe first step i6 for ordinary people to
pppese racism and lacial violence against
black pooDle.

Elwar ls circulsting a questionnaire around every

F6tate 8nd housing development in Newham which
Aimg to identify anti-racists prepared to participate
in the ccmpaign. We are writing to local groups
offering speakers and video showings. And an
instant response network is being put into place as
the work progreEses. We aim to unite working class
pooplp in Newham against racism and so to create
the broconditions for a real fight for better housing
and iobs contact Yasmin Anwar on loL) 729 O4t4
if ybi.r are lnterested in jornrng our campalgn.
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o OPPOSITION TO ALL FORMS

OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

O AN END TO ALL IMMIGRATION CONTROLS

. DIRECT ACTION AGAINST RACIST ATTACKS

o AN INDEPENDENT ANTI.RACIST MO\EMENT

o NO LINKS WITH THE POLICE OR THE STATE

wAR is undergoing a major expansion of its activities. we desperately need funds if" 
1ni, GIo c5ntinu6. send a donation to the address below and get your

organ isation/trade union to do likewise'
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We would $ke to 
'llt[at€ 

to

t1o LocAL

'25 
NATIONAL

sEcREARYs 
ilAliE

il

ORGANISATION

T€L... " "" '

to t(elth Tompson

to Kelth

TEL....

London wclN 3XX or Phono
(01) ?29 0414

Lon6on wclN 3xx or Phone
(o1) 729


