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On 15 April 1994 rhe Criminal [ustice and pr_rblic

Order Bill was brought fiom the commons and il
has now proceeded to the house of lords. The

Sovemmcnt hopes thar the bill *ill become lah
before the surnmer rcccss. One of lhe mosr strikng
aspects ofthc bill is the nurnber ofmeasures u,hich,
when talen together, reprcscut a systcnati( legal
clampdown on the behotrout of young people. Rar ers,
travcllers, squaners, football supponers and
'hardcore' juveniJe offenders all have specrfc
legislation targeting them The bitl is the legal
fruition of the various paDi(s concerntnt !oung
people *,hich have s*,ept through the media rn
recent vears. Ifrhe bill is passed into lar. rr h.ill
bnng about a major crirr;rl,ohsation o{ t'oung ?eopl.
lrom all walk of life.

C.mpdgn Agdnrf m!t. .m lrLftrg

This central aspect of rhe bill has so far received
litde .nention. Most public debate has focused on
tle la*drl age for conscnting homoscxual acts, the
restricrion ofchildrcn's access to video nasti€s and
the removal ofthe right to silenc€. perhaps the mosr
alarmin;1 aspecr of the bill's progress so far has been
the lack of effective opposition to it. The Labour
Parrl', far from opposing dle attack on civij liberries
that rhc bill represents, has supponcd it, and indced
$as responsible for the addirional clause giving the
police grearer powers of srop and search. The
Campaign Againsr I\li.liransm has produced this
report ro encourage public discussion abour the billi
anemFred crrminalisalion ofyoung people, and lo
provide tnformatron and ammunition ro rhose who
wrsh ro campaign alongside us againsr rhe bill.
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Prcface
Thi: i. the 6r:r .,i a series of briefing papers lo be produced br the Campaign Againsr Milirarism which will
deal rrrth tht gror.rh ofauthoritarian tendeniies ,.rthin Brirish socierr 6ince itrlorm"tion 

"r 
the end of 199:ct\l has he(ome the most acri\e aamFaign lnq organisarron rn Britain, rn opposirion to both the increasing

mi.litarisation of inrernarionar rerarions and tt, rhe regimentation of ,ocicn at'hom.. c,ru\r wercomes ar thosehho are lnterested in supportingl our r.ork to beaome a subscriber ro our nerr.sletter and ro these briefing papers
(See accompanvins suhscriprion fornr r

!ntroduction
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C.atpdgn Aortr.f rur.tgr lrl.lflg

New offences
reports

protesters. In part V of the bill, new offences are created
which are aimed at restricting their rights
t tarart
A ravc, accordint to drc bill, is ! garhcring on land
in rhc opcn rir of lfl) or morc pcrrcns (whcrher
o-r not trcspaserr) et wtich amplificd music is playcd
dudnt rhc night (t ith or without inrcrmissions)'
(Clausc 58( l)). 'Music'indudcs .eounds whollv
or prcdominently charaacriscd by thc cmission
of a succcssion of rcpclitive b.ats, (59( I Xb) ).

Thc powers tr.nred are in dau$s 58-61
ofthc bill. A sup<rintendenr musr b€licve (5Be))
that due to the loudness of thc music and the time
it is plal,ed it is likell'to causc scrious dislress to
people living nearby. (58u )). H€ ma,r. rhen dired
these people to Icave th. area and take their propen).
B'ilh rhem (58{l |.

He can make lhe same direction on the belief
that either n o or more people are pr€paring for
a rave, l0 or more people are waiting for one to
begin, or l0 or more people are atrending a ra.r.e
alreadv iD lrogre\. ! i8l: I ).

.A police oflicer must then take'reasonable sl€ps,
tt, brins the drreit ion lo their a(emion r igl.l, r.

lf anr hodr subie.-r ro the dire(ion does nol
lea\e thc lanJ ar soon as possible, or having left
relurns again r. ithrn seven davs, he commits
an offence and can be 6ncd and/or imprisoned
for uF to rhree monlh\ (58r6)t.

h should be furrher noted that a consrable
who'reasonablr suspeos that someone is
committing such an offence can arrest him u.ithout
a warrant (58(8)), and remove all equipment
including ant vehicles. A conr icted person would
forfeit anl propem in\ohed in the commiirion
of rhr offencr (59(8)).

This mcans that round svstcms costing
thousands of pounds cen be taken into police
posscssion and can only be recovercd if the person
charged with tbe offence of raving is not the owner
of the cquipmcnt. Then thr orrrrcr hes to go through
a cumbcrsomc proccss to recovcr his properq (51).

There is one further pouer given in clause 60.
A constable w-l,o 'rea-sonabl,r bclicv6' (60( I )) that
rcmeone is on his *z),to a rave can stop him and
rdl brm Dor to go in that direction, and this covers
a 6ve-mile radius of the area.

As rhe London Evaing Stondatd commented
on l8 Februarv I994. 'could an innocent picnic
on Hampstead Heath be consrucd as lilel,v ro cause
serious distress? Ir cenainly might if there was enough
Evian uater in cvidence- Does ir mean rhar a group
of dishwelled youths in Archway can be stopped
on the "rcasonable suspicion" that thg' are hcading,
dbeit crraticdll,, for a rave in Xints Cross? And what

2 lllda'.rd Drobbt
Thcrc ere I numbcr of plovisioni induded which
rastrict rights of movemmt end crtatc neur oficnccs.
AIl thc offclces cerry e pcnalty of a 6nc and/or
imprisonment for up to three months, and in each
case a con$able can arrest thc offendcr without a
rrtrrant if he 're.sonably suspccts' that he is
commining an offcnce. Thesc arc contained in
clauses 56, 57 and 63 ro 75:

(a) The trcpasscr-two or more pcople trespasting
u-ith the purpose ofliving on land who havc causcd
damage or threatcaed or insultcd thc occupicr and
hat'e b61'a,6c. 1il.m r; or morc vehiclcs can bc told
ro leave by 3 5snie; policc oficcr (560)). If thcl do
not compl,v they are commifting an offence (56(4)),

This s.ction applies to common land as well
as privatel) orgDed land (56(7)) and providcs for thc
removal of travellcrs from placcs such as rhcduled
monuments witlin the rncaning of thc Ancient
]tlonumeDts and AJ.charolod(d Area5 Acr 1979
{56(9XaXii)).

'Damage' ro property includes 'the deposit of
aa\' substance capable ofpollurint tb. land' (56(9))
thou8h H'hat substance could pollure thc land rhe bill
does nor go into.

'Vehicle' includes caravans and any vehicle
u'haher roadwonhl. or not (56(9)).

This wodd bc a very urefirl provision for policc
officcrs who wish to ded wirh thc annual visitors ro
Sronehenge.

.bout that odd-looking couplc in rhat car with the
stcrco blaring out manic tcchno? WilI the long arm
of thc law hll on rhcir shouldcr for bcing in
possassion of arr unruly bairdo or frlrny het?'

(b) The disruptivc trespaser-thc new oficnce
of aggravetcd mspass is whcrc somconc trcspasscs
on land in thc opcn air and noF 'lewful .ctiviry'
takiDt pla.e b,v 'intimidaring' pcoplc to stop them,
'obrtructing' thar activiry or 'disrupting' rhar
.ctiviry (530 )).

A scnior policc offccr dso has thc powcr ro
direct Fopl. ro l6vc land if hc 'rcason$ly bclicvcs'
that two or more pcopl. arc commining aggray.tcd
trespass or intend to do so. Failure to lcave or
re-entcring within thrc months is an offcrc. (64( l))

(c) Thc trespassory ars<mbly-a chief policc officcr
can apply to the local authoriry whahcr wirhin thc
Ciq of London or Melropolitan distrid or othcrwisc,
for an order prohibiting rh. holding of all trcpassory

May 1994 4

Since last summer the have been full of
of New Age travellers, ravers and militant anti-road



asscmblics in thc districr or pan of ir for up ro four
days and within a radius of 6ve miles (65).

An asscmbly is dcfncd as '20 or more p.rsons'
(55(9)). For it ro be rrBpa$ory, thc officer must
belicvc it will be held on land whcre thc public has
no righrs of access or only a limitcd right of access,
that it is li[cly to be hcld wirhour rhe pcrmission
ofthe occupier, or wilJ conduo itself in a way,pat
cxcecds thc limirs of a pcmission, will result in
's.rious disruption to thc lifc of thc communiq..,
or rcsult in damrgc to r building or monumcnt of
hinoricd, .rchit.<tural or scicntifc importancc (65).

It is rn offcncc to org.nis., ralc pan in or incite
srothcr b r.kc p.rr i,| such an asscmbly (65).

The constrblc (in uniform) has thc addirional
por+tt of bcing rblc to nop errl,onc hc 'rr son.bly
believts' ir on his nay ro such rn rstcrnbly and rcll
him not to carry on in rh8 dirccion. Hc docs Dor
havc to slrow rcercnablc grounds for that bclicf, ont.v
lhat hc b.licvcd it al rhc dmc. F.ilurr lo obe) the
officcr! ordcr to lcavc rhe land, pcrhaps because
you do not share that bclief, becomes a criminal
offence (56).

All those who reccltly protcstcd againsr roads
being built, who squancd in rre€s or stood in fronr of
)CBs can in the firture be lemoved rery quiclJr..

3 3qudrr'l
Claus€s 67 ro ;l make it much easier for s,quatters
to be remoled. The displaced or intendin6l occupier
or his agent can now use tiolenae to secure enlrr to
premises on(e ah order for possession is granted
169,1 and r:

Thr squatler aommits an offence if he does not
leate rrhen asled to and the penaltr is a 6ne and/or
sl\ mohths imfrisonmenl l6t ).

Again a constable has the poler to arresl
r^'ithout a h.arranl anlone he suspecls of commrtting
such an ofitnce r68t6)). Ifthe squarter re-enters th€
same ptemisei l'ilhin a r'ear he commits an offence
h'hich carries the same penalties (;t ).

a ]lr IOG lr.uao.lt
The bill refers to 'unauthorised camp€rs r il t. Under
clauses 72 to 75 a local authorir\'can direcr thar
anyone living in a vehicle on land forming parr of the
highway, any othcr unoc(upicd land or occupied land
without the conscnr of the occupisr musl leave rhe
land and tale dl vehicles and proprty belonging ro
thcln (72(l )). lf hc does not do so or re-enters within
tfuee months, he cen bc fincd (72(3)).

Thc magistratcs coun can mali.e an order for
local authorities to remore pcople and vehicles sho
ignotc dE diredion (7r(I )).

Thc bill g06 furthc and r€p"ds pan It of rhc
Carav.n Sites Act 1968, $€rebr r.moting thc durv
on locd authorirics to provide sitcs for gipsies and/or
control unauthorised cnqunpments (75( I )). lt also
rcpeals s70 ofthe Lo<al GoverDmcnl Plannrng end
Iand Act 1980, thus removing the power ro par
grants to the locd authorit),ir respect ofcapital
expenditure in providing gipsr caraEn sires (75(5 )).

This will rcsuh in no motivation for the local
authority to provide hclp ro gipsies and e.rn
motivation to move them on.

CrnF.gnAe*dffirmtrl.ltte

How a llory MP
sees the problem

Sir Cranley Onslow (Con, Woking) thinks thar
'it is a disgracc that organised violence, dcliberate

Provoc.tion end physicd assaults on people and
animals have b€come an acceptcd way of life for
a militant section of urban rocicry The saboteur
movcmcnt har i$ rcots not in thc countryside bul
in the towns. ,{zrone who has *ar busla& of
Millwall supponers btought in to dktupr a hunr
knorr,s dactly what I om takint obout'
(Hone/d, ll lanuary 1994, col47).

4grr.!rg PeoPle
see the problem
On I Ma) 1994, 15 000 mair y vount p€ople
marched from Hyde Park ro Trafa.lgar Square in
opposition ro the mctsur.s containcd in this pan
of the bill. The march was organis.d by rhe Advance
Parq, t.'ho call thems.lv.s 'a rcasonable group of
people of all ages and from all walks of life'
(Adtance Pany leaflct). Thcy believc thar thc bill
is an attack on basic rights and freedoms, rnd that
the parq scene is being 'dtiven out of existcnce by
a socieq roo narrow-mindcd to acccpt anyone with
an "ahrmatire lifestyle"' (leaflet).

Srori.s of harassment by thc police abounded
on the march. ficre was a gencral scnse that the
Criminal )usticc and Publi< Order Bill is formalising
what the police havc already bccn doing.

lohn, a young studenr who is involved with
th€ Adtance Party, said thar raves arc always b.ing
stopped. 'ln a rave in Sr Albans the policc iust cane
in and stopped it and confscated their equipmcnl.
l\,lost people did not know that the police needcd
a h?rranr. Thos€ that did and tried lo stop the poli.e
r.'ere ignored.'

Badcat and \(illie X have a lot more stories to
t€U. 'r^h.n we squ.ned jusr off the M5 the police
would onl,v lct rrhiclcs off fivc .r a timc insread of
th. lcgal 12 .nd m.nagcd to split rhc wholc group
b;-. kecping thcm going.' They rold srories of M4
protcstcrs bcing bcatcn up by thc riot squad and
Group 4 sccuriry mrn who wert rnt in to deal
with tlrem.

Bim and Skel, who tray€l around the countrv
ancnding festivalg said 'thc pol.ice block off roads
wi.re thctc arc fcsti!"als al.l thc time. Thc Surrel'
police said they would shut down raves whcther they
were lcgal or illcgal'.

The introduaion of video equipment has a.lso,

according ro rhese t\^o, bccn uscd and at Shamrock
Money Farm 'they videoed the wholc march'.
r^tlen an iniunction ri?s scfled on the Tiyford
Douns protesters, the police used pcople's picrures
rather than names.

Steve and his friends, who are phorographl,
students in London, said 'lhere r.as a free parq in
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Reintroduction
of sus laws

Hercford and rhe policc pur up 6ve ro six roadblocks.
Thcy basically rold us wt hrd no righs and rher cven
if wc got out of our car and walkcd to thc party we
r{ould bc arr.stedl Stcvc eddcd: 'Thc police have to
give 48 hours notice for a roadblock and we were nor
awarc thar lhcy had done so. They let a van through
just beforc our car and thcn blockcd thc rest.
Probably becausc we lookcd lifte wc were going to
a rave....lf they want to arr6t you th."y will.' He has
sccn thc policc srnarh pcoplc! hcadlighrs so they can
b. ch.rgd wirh drivitrg rn illcgd whiclc. Hc said
rhey put dcohol on a brcarhalyscr so thcy could
cbe4e him witb dru* driving Hc said he
insistcd on . bl@d r.st bur thcy m.d. him r.kc
r brcrrbalyscr. Oncc hc got ro thc police station rhe
tnancr ryrs tluordn out ts it was dcar hc had not bccn
drinking, but thc rim had bccn echievcd. Srcvc did
not rncnd thc ravc.

Parrici. rnd Sam, trc )ount sinh-formcrs, s.id

C.ttFagnlo&rtilrt..n lddlre

that 'Ml I protcstcrs wcre arrested as thel,would not
ga off thc land. Once they gor them off the land, thq
Iet them go'.

Tim and his friends, who are also students
in london, said that when they ancnded raves at
A.ldcrley Edge in Manchestcr, every other wcck the
police would block thc totds and turn people away.
Thcrc was nevcr any trouble. Thev are sure that the
policc will not hesitate to use their ncw powers.

Allcgations made by Ncw Age travcllcrs
end nvcrs of syscmatic pol.icc surveillancc have
subscqucady becn confrmad. It wzs lcvcaled in thc
Guardiaa that a 'Southcm lntclligencc Unit' has bcen
sa up to coordinttc informrtion on thcsc groups for
southcm, h'6t country and Wclsh policc forces,
monirorint lhcir movrmcltg nicknamcs rnd vehicle
rcgistr.tion Durrb.rs. Routinc srrrwillencc is toppcd
up by pcriodi< cxcrciscs - codcnemcd Opcretion
Snapshot - of intcnsifed informrtion-gathcring.

vehiclcs for a period ofup ro 24 hours (550)).
An inspector can drc authorise thc same powcrs
ifa superinrendent is Dot availabl. and th. s.rious
violence is'immincnt' (55(2)). Thc pcriod can also
be exended if it is fch expcdient to do so (S5(3)).

This means that durint rhis p€ od any constable
can search any perrcn or stop any vehicle and scarch
the vehicle, the drivcr and passengers for offensive
weapons or dangerous iDstruDcnts (55(4)). Hc can
also make anl othcr scarchcs he wants, whethcr or
not he has grounds to suspect the pcrson or vchicle
has articl.s ofthar kind (55{5)}.

According ro rhe Suadal Timu, supponers of
the ne* crackdou.n deny it would herald a rerum
to the sus'law which was scrapp€d aft€r the lgEl
Brixon riors (20 March 1994).

(\a'arrcn H.wtslcv lCon, Halesonen and
Stourbridtej, (0172) ro the l,l-ycar old on
the Ycw Trce Estatc in Walsa.ll who terroriscd
a woman suffcring fiom Downs Srrdrome and
anackcd an old-age pensioner (pcter Snape
[L:b, West Bromwich E srJ, colTl ).

Michael Stephen (Con, Shoreham) made
sure the house undcrstood thal .thc grcat majority
of crimes are commined by pcople betwecn thc agcs
of l 5 and : t . I!,lan,v of rhose young people respond

Following pressure from hn alliance of senior
police officers and the Libour PartlJ lsutldq Trn,cs,
l(r \lar.h t99{ claus. 55 Nas included iD rhe bill.
Alun llichael. Labour's home affairs spokesman, had
put in a stop and srarch amendmenl in the middle
ofltarch 199.t. This amendment would har.e alloued
blanket searih operarions after a violcnr crime.
The Sundnl. Irrrre.. reported that 1\,tichael withdreu.
his amendmenr after 'the home office indicated rhar
Hou'ard would come up with a g€heme of hrs or.n'
(20 N'larch 199.1).

Clause 55 provides rhat ifa sup€rintendenl
'belieYes that incidents inrolving serious violence
mal take place in anl localin in hrs area, and.ir is
e(pedient to do so to proenr their occurrcncei he
cah authorise pow.rs to srop and search pcople and

Young offienderc
At prcsant therc is a conlc-nsus on t-hc necd to be
tough on iuvcnilc crirDc a.nd to casc up on liberal
mcthods. This came ro a dimax in thi discussion
of the- Br!,n Melln homc sending roung offenders
on safaris and cruiscs up the Nile.

In the sccond reading of the bilJ lsee Hansard,
I I JaDuan 1994), members of parliament fo(used
on the need for morc powers to deal with young
offcndcrs. Each member has his own pct example:
from the l3-year old who commined )25 oftence,
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to non-custodial scntences. We must all welcome that.
All forms of non-costodid treatmcnr that work musr
be used, bur we would be foolish if wc shur our eyes
to the fact that thrre is a hard core of loung offenders
who simpl) cannot bc rcformcd and cannot be
deterred. Thcy simply have ro bc locked up, so thar
they can be physically prevenrcd from burgling our
constitucnts' hous.s, stcaling thcir cars and engaging
in oth.r forms of anti-social b<haviour' (colslOl-2).

Tony Blair, lebour shadow hqm3 5a61q12ry
statcd th.t 'hre do not opposc th. rtrcngrhcniDg
of rhe crirninal iusticc slstcm---on thc contrarl,, we
ruppon mcasures thet sclivcly strcngrhcn that s16tcm,
(col 35). H. also poinrcd out thrt 'ir t,as the
oppositior who fu$ mis.d thc probl.m of pcrsistenr
iuvcnilc offcnding and u,ho proporcd mcasurcs ro
derl with that problcm' (col 36).

Prior to rhis biU thcrc wes dways
a wclfire-oricnt.d approach to ,oung off€ndcrs,
wirh the Crimind lusticc Acr t99l r.rmiDg to
cndorsc this by including l7-ycar olds within
the iuridiction of the new )ourh coun (previouslv
iuvcnil€ couns). pacr Butler (Con, Milton Kerres
Nonh-E st) sugtctrd rhc ncrr.approach. .lt ii
unponanr to rcmcmber that rrten couns deal
with juvenile offenders, rhe).are srill dealing rrith
offenders. It does not make anv difference to the
victims ofa burglar.l, assauJt or car rheft whether
lhal (rjme rl,as.ommined b) a iuv€Dile....l h,ould
like to see further po\.ar5 gi\.en to (ourts in due
course ro hare the discretion to treal juleniles
as adults. as exisrs in other iurirdictions., ((ol A; )

The bill prorides that a (oun mar hake
a sccure rraining order (STOr for ll ro I5-r.ear oldl
r^'here rher-are conr.rcred ofan offence for t^.hich
an adulr rrould be imprisoned (clau$e L. Thrs order(an De made i, rhe offender iras I: or oyer h.hen
De (ommitled the offence. if he has been convtctrd
o, three or more Fre\.ious offences and if he has
Dreached a superrision order either in this (ase or
Pre\ioush'r | (i l). This is obviouslv aimed as the
supposrd lhrear of lersistcnr jur.enile offenders.

. An STO provides for a period of derenrion

l1-:. 
t:.r'. 

:*ir.ii8 .enrre {STCr, which some peopte

l]:l"ITd child gaok', fouowed b! a period ofsuPen'rsroD u{lJJ. The maximum penod for this
:roer 

ts two.years (I(J)), onc ).ear in d€tcntton andone vear under the supenision of a social u.orker. a
ProDalton officcr or such other penon as th€ s€cretan.ot srarc shal.l d.cide! (3(2) aDd (1,,

C.tne.lin ledlrf Ill.rt.lrr Drrlhg

Claux 5 a.llows for the provision of STCs and
clause 6 for their 'management' .long thc lines of
adult prisons. To coincide with the government! wish
to privatisc prisons, the STCs can be run by a

contractor or subcontracror of rh€ stare (7) with
a director (rather than a governor) and a monitor
.ppoinred by the srate (E). lnstcad of prison officers,
the bill providcs for custodv o6cers whox powers
indudc prevcnting the detainces cscaping, preventing
further offences bcing comrnincd, the mainteDance of
good order and discipline rnd rcsponsibility for their
wcl-bcing (9). A5 thc STG aE intmd€d ro be
privatcly run undcr thcsc contEcti[g-out provisions,
thcy will not bc subjca ao public s<rurhy.

For 15 to l7-year olds, dause 17 incrcarcs the
maximum lcngth of dctcniion in a )ouot offcnders
institution from 12 months to 2,1 months.

Clause 16 crcatcs two ncw offcnces for which
a child of l0 to l7-ycars old can bc conviacd.
Firsdy, an offencc wherc the pcralty for an adu.lt
would bc imprisonmcrt for l4 ycars or more, and
sccondll, indccent assauft on a woman ( 16(3)).
Onc wonders whaher playing doctors and nurscs'
would fall inro thc sccond caregory

Il also craates two ncw offenccs for
14 to l7-year olds. FiEtl1,, causing dcath by
dangerous driving, and stcondll., crusing death b,v
carcless driving whilc under the in0ucnce ofdrink
or druSr (I6(3)).

lf convicted under rhc above or for murder
or manslaughrer {alread1, provided for in s53 of
the Children and young pcrrcns Arr l93J), thev
can be daaincd 'as the secraary of nate may dir.ct,
or...arrange with anv pcrsonl ie at Her Mai6q.!
pleasure { l6{4)).

Funher powers arc given to local authorities
to remand l2-y.ar olds and uph,ards (20) and
lor $c?olice lo hold them in police ceUs once
char8ed (23).

. - 
Ifa child or young person is considered'unlarrfrlly ar large' afier having commined a violent

otrence, a saxual offence or an offencc lhat attracts

:T,:,:T::f ,, !,ears or more, rhere is also a powcr
ro nn reporting- rcsrrict ions (45(5) and (6)). We willno ooubt therefore b. inundared wirh funher srories

ffI" :, Ioscph.Ellior, who was found not guilty ofrne,murder ofa s(hooheacher and then brcacied iis
Plobatton.
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ClttDdgafg.hdnt.d]ltt Drt ltne

Drugs
The bill proposes an incrcascd fine for misuse of
drugs. Posscssion ofa clas C drug (such as cannabis)
now carries a Ll00O frne instcad of a t20O 6ne (claui€
142 and schcdulc 8). Druts and ravcrs havc been
6rmly conncctcd in thc public imagination rhrough a
mcdia qmpetn highliShting thc (smell) numbcrs of
daths of young pcoplc t ravcs. The dcpury assisrant
commisrioncr of thc Mctropoliran police went further
rnd is guoted in thc Indcpczdcnr rs stadng rhat .rave

partics' in ponicdr qcetcd thc &mand for drugs
emong pung pcople.

- 
Labour MPs haw a pnicular wory about drugs,

with Alun Michecl, in rhc dcbarc on r suggcsrcd
amcndmcnt for misur of druF, sayint .k is a bizarre

Gonclusion
It is inlcnded rhat rhis bill will become an act before
this s€ssion ofparliament break up for rhf summer,
and giren rhe roral lacl ofopposirion ro ir in lhe
(ommons, it it possible thar it will remain in similar
form after being debated in rhe lords.

The most signi6cant aspect ofthe bill's progress
so far har heen hos the pressure on the gorernmenr
from thr opposirion parties hrs not been to moderale
lhe bill. bur ro make ir more punitite. Salll Hughes.
a fieelante iournalisr and barrister. notes in the \i.1,
Iar, /,,rirrrni thar 'stories abound of hbour reiections
of potential amendmenrs for fclr ofappearing ro
support the current bo6ties: tcrrorists. travellers, ravers
and strangelr; children'. She goes on:'labour 6ghrs
shv er,en of amendments designed to presenc 5ome
addrtional righl of silen.e protection for children..
(21 April 199.1, p5-r8)

Datid trlaclean, the minisrer of slare for lhd
home of6ce, has the lasr laugh.

'Wat.hing the oppositron ftonr bench...reminded me
of the three ru.lrures in \t'irlr Disner.! /urglr gool
sittir8 there with eves open and talons our.

fact thar when thc bill weDt into comminee, it
cont.iD.d nothing to combat tlre problcm ofdrugs
and drug-related crime. Bizarre is too kind a word for
such an omission, givcn that drug-rclated crime is the
scourge of comrnunitics up and dovm the country
.nd that up ro t2 billion in budary and propcrr)'
tbcft rdatcs to thc probl.m' (Haiet4 28 M.tch
1994, col 696). Di.tle Abbotr (1.b, Hadrey Nonh
rnd Srokc N ington) was'worri(d about rh. growth
in thc usc ofguns in drug-rclatcd crimc' (col 712). In
6d ir vould rcrtD rh.r thc Crns€Tvativc arc iusl ,rol
going far cnough as far as rhe lebour Party arc
conccmcd.

"Hev flaps u'hat are we goinB to do?
I dunno whar d'p wanna do?
Ok so \A'hat are we toing to do?

Dunno."

'That is r{hat we have scen fiom thc opposition front
bench rodat. I loved that Wdt Disney classic, but I
drd not think that I would see it again so soon.'
lHo,tsa ,ll lanuar 1994, colll4)

The tmuble is thar real life is not a Walt Disnev
canoon, and rhc lack ofopposirion to this bill has
meant the very real possibilig ofan ao which
overtums progressive legislation relating to y,oung
people, rurns socialising into a criminal act and
resrricts the righrs ofvouDg people to protest agaiDst
staie action.
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